Public History Newsletter Fall 2010 by Public History Concentration
Wright State University 
CORE Scholar 
Public History Newsletter Public History 
Fall 2010 
Public History Newsletter Fall 2010 
Public History Concentration 
Follow this and additional works at: https://corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/public_history_news 
 Part of the Public History Commons 
Repository Citation 
Public History Concentration (2010). Public History Newsletter Fall 2010. . 
This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by the Public History at CORE Scholar. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Public History Newsletter by an authorized administrator of CORE Scholar. For more 
information, please contact library-corescholar@wright.edu. 
new permanent exhibits in only nine 
months. The main goal of both exhib-
its was to fill a gap in our interpretive 
story and to meet educational stan-
dards not just for our visiting stu-
dents, but for all audiences. For our 
first exhibit on prehistoric archaeo-
logical sites, we built off of a tempo-
rary display that had been in the 
lobby for the past several years. Our 
second exhibit, involved a complete 
redesign of our second floor galler-
ies. This exhibit “From Clark County 
to Washington, D.C.: Service in the 
Nation’s Capital” focuses on local 
politicians who served in Congress, 
and explains how the government 
functions, how it affects our daily 
lives, and how the public can get 
involved. 
   
For nine months the curatorial staff 
(composed of other Public History 
grads Virginia Weygandt, Mel Glover 
and Kasey Eichensehr) worked tire-
lessly researching, writing, cleaning, 
restoring, building, painting, and 
mounting to get everything done on 
a deadline. Along the way we learned 
a lot as we took a new approach at 
how we presented ideas and our 
artifacts in the hopes of making his-
tory more hands on, relatable and 
accessible. 
workshops encourage 
teachers to integrate 
primary sources into 
their classrooms and 
demonstrate how local 
and national history are 
interconnected.  
 
National Museum of 
the United States 
Air Force 
Cindy Henry, Aerospace 
Educator 
 
One of my responsibili-
ties is Project Officer 
for the Museum’s monthly Family 
Day programs. This recurring event 
is an excellent example of public 
history in action! This past Novem-
ber, we commemorated the anniver-
sary of the beginning of the Interna-
tional Space Station. We had eight 
aerospace demonstration stations, 
two Storytime programs and an 
Aerospace Adventure workshop in 
which participants learned about the 
history and science behind the Inter-
national Space Station and living in 
space. Thousands of visitors learned 
that the first piece of the station 
launched twelve years ago, that 
there has been a constant human 
presence in space for over ten years 
now, and that it was all made possi-
ble by the Space Shuttle. Participants 
also learned about orbital mechanics, 
microgravity, neutral buoyancy, New-
ton’s Laws of Motion and much 
more, all with fun and inspiring hands
-on presentations. One of 
the most popular stations 
involved families and 
youth groups learning 
about the various compo-
nents of the Space Sta-
tion and then building 
their own modules (from 
recycled materials) to 
add to the “Community 
Space Station” much like 
the actual station, is an 
assembly of modules 
from many different 
nations. The activities 
were very well received 
and attended. Perhaps my 
favorite part about teach-
ing aerospace history (and STEM!) in 
a public setting is that I have the 
opportunity to work with a multi-
generational audience, educating 
visitors of all 
ages together 
in a less 
formal envi-












torial staff is 
accustomed 
to installing 
temporary exhibits on various topics. 
Our normal routine changed when 
we undertook a monstrous and 
daunting task to put together two 
Space station modules from recycled materials  
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WSU Public History alumni ac-
tively promote local and regional 
history through a variety of his-
tory programs at museums, his-
torical societies and archives. 
Our feature story highlights just 
a few of the many public history 
activities going on in the Miami 
Valley. 
 
Special Collections and Ar-
chives, Wright State University 
Libraries 
Gino Pasi, Archivist 
 
On November 10th, the archives 
staff hosted a Teaching American 
History Grant Research Day. This 
federally-funded, state-run, locally-
arranged project brings together the 
Ohio Historical Society and local, 
Greene County history and social 
studies teachers to provide hands-
on training with primary resources 
accessible to them in the their own 
backyard. 
  
The day began with an Introduction 
to the Archives, presentations on 
Defining Archives as Primary Sources, 
Primary Sources in the Classroom, and 
Online Resources for Classroom Use. In 
addition attendees were coached 
through two “hands-on” activities 
using primary resources. These 
Director of Collections, Virginia Weygandt 
with Curatorial Technician, Mel Glover 
installing the final piece of the exhibit.   
Teachers investigating primary sources 
It can be said of my job that you 
never know what the day is going 
to bring or who is going to walk in 
the front door. As Assistant Direc-
tor of Reference, I oversee all 
reference services, including assist-
ing researchers in our reading 
room and answering email and 
telephone inquiries. WHMC is 
located on the University of Mis-
souri-Columbia campus and col-
lects materials (letters, diaries, 
personal papers, photographs, 
etc…) related to the history and 
people of Missouri. Our patrons 
are as diverse as our collections 
and include shy undergrads doing 
research for the first time, veteran 
scholars examining congressional 
papers, genealogists searching for 
that Missouri connection, History 
Day students, journalists (who 
always seem to call an hour before 
deadline), local historians, and on 
and on.  
My two reference colleagues and I 
like to refer to ourselves as “jacks 
of all archival trades” due to all the 
additional duties we juggle. We 
regularly host classes and civic 
groups, answer history related 
questions over the phone (when 
did Missouri become a state?), 
meet donors at the curb to help 
unload their material, process 
collections, oversee interns and 
work study students, provide 
preservation advice, and give 
historical talks in the community.  
Since diaries are my favorite items 
to work with, I thought I would 
write entries detailing my work 
week: 
Monday, November 15:  Inun-
dated with undergrads from an 
English class “American Geogra-
phies” needing to examine letters 
and diaries from Missourians that 
headed west in the 1850s toward 
California and the gold fields. 
Tuesday, November 16: Read-
ing room is filled with more Eng-
lish students, a Civil War histo-
rian, and two donors looking at 
their family photos. Also field a 
call from a genealogist in Califor-
nia trying to figure out why her 
family moved from Missouri back 
to Kentucky in the 1850s. After 
work I give a 45 minute presenta-
tion entitled “What’s For Dinner, 
Missouri?” to a packed room at 
the Columbia Public Library. The 
talk focuses on how Missourians 
have produced, prepared and 
enjoy food since 1821 and was 
part of the University of Mis-
souri’s “Food and Society” series. 
Wednesday, November 17: 
After a late evening back to work 
at 8:00 A.M. with a room full of 
English students finalizing their 
projects and a few other under-
grads with topics ranging from 
working women in World War II 
to the history of the local African 
American community.                
      
Thursday, November 18: Our 
first student researcher, the Civil 
War this time, arrives at 8:10 A.M. 
Spend an hour talking to 18 Eng-
lish students from Stephens Col-
lege, a private school here in 
town, about our collections and 
historical research. Field a call 
from a local newspaper reporter 
about the Civil War in Missouri. 
Friday, November 19: The 
“unofficial” start of Thanksgiving 
Break for the students. Campus is 
quiet, but we will see what that 
means for us. Prepare for a Mon-
day appearance on a local radio 
station to talk about Missouri food 
history. 
Saturday, November 20: Yep, 
we work Saturdays! 
 






Chapter hit the 
ground running 






Chris Bills (Vice President), Noel Rihm (Treasurer), and David 
Brownell (Secretary) met regularly during the summer to plan 
and eventually execute the 2010 Public History Welcome Party. 
The attendance of nearly 40 students with their family and 
friends, faculty and instructors, made it a great evening for all.  
The WSU SAA Student Chapter has 
several activities in store for the 
school year. Two new committees 
were established during the first 
SAA Student Chapter Meeting. A big 
thanks goes to David Manges and 
Paul Ciaravolo for heading the Trip 
Committee and to Tricia McEl-
downey and Liz Koch for heading 
the Public History T-Shirt Commit-
tee. 
The Chapter tentatively agreed on a 
one-day public institution tour and 
visit ranging within a one hour driv-
ing distance during February. Discus-
sion on the t-shirt designs and voting 
will take place at the next chapter 
Private party room at The Greene 
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“I am really proud of my 
time at Wright State and 
feel the Public History 
program prepared me for 
the profession and the 
real world.” 
Bill Stolz is a 1998 graduate of 
the Public History program. He 
currently works for the Western 
Historical Manuscript Collec-
tion at the University of Mis-
souri-Columbia. 
P u b l i c  H i s t o r y  N e w s l e t t e r  
meeting in January. Stay tuned for 
student chapter activities! 
Attendance at the Midwest Ar-
chives Conference in St Paul, 
Minnesota, April 28-30, was pre-
sented as a possible conference 
opportunity for students. Several 
WSU Special Collections & Ar-
chives Staff will be attending, 
which allows for a cost efficient 
trip for students and WSU repre-
sentation at the conference. Offi-
cers Liz Haeuptle, Chris Bills, and 
David Brownell also contributed a 
piece to the “Up-and-Comers” 
section of the MAC Newsletter-
October 2010 issue. 
Chief, Quanah Parker. The Scurry County Mu-
seum completed an exhibit titled "They Did Not 
Say 'We Have Done Enough' An Exhibit on 
Scurry County Veterans." Museum attendance 
increased from 50 people a month to over 300 
over the last four months. Last month alone, 
visitors totaled 1,015 people. Ashley Nittle 
(2010) submitted the Kiser Mansion National 
Register Nomination. Members of the Ohio 
Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board voted, 
in November, to nominate Kiser Mansion in St. 
Paris to the National Register of Historic Places 
for consideration. A final decision will be made 
within 90 days. Tiffany Knapp (2010) accepted 
a position with the Greene County Public Li-
brary in Xenia, OH in The Greene County 
Room. Rachael Bussert (2010) is working on 
an NHPRC grant funded project to digitize three 
series from the Cleveland-Cliffs Iron Mining 
Company Records at Northern Michigan Univer-
sity. The project will make available through the 
website approximately 70,000 documents from 
the Mining, Land, and Lumber Departments' 
Agent's Annual Reports, select maps, and blue-
prints. View at: http:cciarchives.wordpress.com/. 
Melissa Dalton (2010) is currently working as 
the Collections Management Consultant for the 
Dayton Society of Natural History. Her main 
duties are to aid and advise on curatorial and 
archival techniques/practices and convert their 
old collections catalogue (Microsoft Access) to 
PastPerfect Museum Software. Matthew Peek 
(2010) is currently registered for the Kent 
State University MLIS (Digital Preservation) 
program for Spring 2011. He was a Project 
Archivist from August to October 2010, for the 
United States Ombudsman Association's archival 
storage center in Dayton and volunteered at 
WSU Special Collections and Archives. Anne 
Ryckbost (2010) graduated in June and ac-
cepted the position of Manuscript Processor at 
Northern Kentucky University. Jeremy 
Feador (2010) was recently hired as the Ar-
chivist/Historian at Baldwin-Wallace College in 
Berea, OH. Clay Johnson, Ph.D. (1999 
WSU, 2007 Ph.D. Western Michigan) was 
hired as the new Executive Director at the 
Garst Museum and The Darke County Histori-
cal Society in Greenville, OH. Carole Erich 
(1982) passed away on December 13. Her 
career included service in the Navy and re-
search at WPAFB. Our sympathies to her family.   
 It’s been a busy quarter for Public 
History at WSU. We welcomed 13 
new students to the program in 
September. The field study class 
journeyed to Indianapolis in October 
and had great behind the scenes 
tours at the Indiana History Society, 
the Indiana State Museum, and the 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway Mu-
seum. We also visited Conner Prairie 
Interactive History Park. Next Spring, 
our destination is the Henry Ford 
Museum and Greenfield Village in 
Detroit, Michigan. 
ments have been established.  
Public History at WSU will con-
tinue to be a dynamic leader in 
public history education. 
Welcome to Johnny Luchin from 
the Nat. Museum of the USAF 
who joined our adjunct faculty. 
Johnny will be teaching Exhibit 
Design Technology Winter 2011. 
I hope all of you enjoy the Decem-
ber break and have a happy holi-
day season.  
A l u m n i  N e w s  
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Tamara (Wait) Dallenbach (2002) wrote 
Ridgewood in the Country Club District, available in 
January. The book tells the fascinating story of 
one of the first fully planned suburban neighbor-
hoods in the United States. She provides an in-
depth exploration of the story of Ridgewood’s 
development, the lives of its early residents, its 
picturesque architecture, and the tales of,  
developer, Harry S. Kissell’s most ardent com-
petitors for the local, high-grade real estate 
market. Stacy B. Gould (1991), University 
Archivist, University of Hong Kong, is currently 
planning activities for the celebration of the 
university’s 100th anniversary in 2011. Activities 
include a major exhibition that will run for 
about 4 months from the end of October until 
after Chinese New Year in 2012.Tiffany 
O’Sheal (2007) When Tiffany’s husband 
transferred from the Active Duty Air Force in 
January and joined the South Carolina National 
Guard, she resigned from her position at the 
Utah State Archives and they moved to Havre 
de Grace, MD, in March. Tiffany started a new 
position as an Archivist/Document Control 
Specialist at the U.S. Army Medical Research 
Institute of Chemical Defense on Aberdeen 
Proving Ground in October. She is responsible 
for formulating archival and records manage-
ment procedures and processes and establish-
ing the Institute-wide Research Archives. 
Daniel Schlegel (2009), Director of the 
Scurry County Museum, former President of 
WSU SAA and Phi Alpha Theta, joined the 
Kiwanis in Scurry County. He completed recent 
training workshops in grant writing, customer 
service, and project management. Daniel was 
elected to serve on the Quanah Parker Trail 
committee, established to honor Comanche 
Public History Field Study 
Class at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway Museum, October 
2010 
Liz Haeuptle, Public History stu-
dent and graduate assistant, de-
signed a new WSU Public History 
poster to use for recruiting and 
special events. Stop in to the 
archives and take a look! 
Planning continues for the con-
version to semesters in the fall of 
2012. Adjunct faculty have com-
pleted new course descriptions 
and new degree require-  
   
 
“My ‘to do’ list grows as needed and the variety is something I really 
enjoy because I feel that everything I work on helps me to share, 
uncover, and preserve history for the benefit of the public.” 
~Natalie Fritz (2007) 
Curatorial Assistant at the Clark County Historical Society 
 
The mission of the Public History program at Wright 
State University is to prepare professionals who are well-
grounded in knowledge of historical content, professional 
training and hands-on experience.   
 
Department of History 
Wright State University 
370 Millett Hall 
3640 Colonel Glenn Hwy. 
Dayton, OH 45435 
(937) 775-3110 
 
Dr. Carol Herringer  
Chair, History Department 
 
Dr. Carol Herringer, Dr. Chris Oldstone-Moore 
Directors, History Graduate Program 
 
Dawne Dewey 
Director, Public History Program 
 
Liz Haeuptle  
Public History Graduate Assistant, Newsletter Editor 
Doing Public History the “Wright” 
Way since 1974. 
http://www/wright.edu/cola/
Dept/hst/pubhst/index.html 
W e l c o m e  N e w  S t u d e n t s !  
Paul Ciaravolo—Wright State University  
Allison Drerup—Muskingum University 
Phillip Elam—Miami University (B.A.), University of Kentucky (M.L.S) 
Jeremy Katz—Ohio State University 
Elise Kelley—University of Dayton 
Jeri Kniess—Wright State University 
Liz Koch—University of Dayton 
Tricia McEldowney—University of Toledo 
Noel Rihm—University of Dayton 
Misti Spillman—University of Evansville 
Jaki Waggamon—Ohio Northern University 
Nicki Williams—University of Evansville 
Maggie Zakri—Le Moyne College 
W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  P r o g r a m !  




   
We wish you both the best of luck! 
 
Lauryn 
Bayliff 
Lynley 
Culpepper 
